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NATIONAL ASSESSMENT OF EDUCATIONAL PROGRESS 



I. What is the Nationul Assessment of Hdu cation a! Progress? 

It is an annual national survey ol the knowledge, skills, understandings aiul 
attitudes of certain groups ol* young Americans. 






2, What are llic goals of National Assessment? 

The two major goals arc: 

1 . To make available the first comprehensive data on the educational attainments 
of young Americans. 

2. 1*0 measure any growth or ilecline which takes place in selected aspects of the 
educational attainments of young Americans in certain subject areas. 




O 

O 



3, Why is such an assessment necessary? 

livery year billions of dollars are spent on education in the United .States - on 
buildings, on teachers’ salaries, on curriculum planning - but very little is known 
about the effectiveness of this expenditure. The purpose of National Assessment is 
to gather data that will help answer the cpiestion. "How much good is the 
expenditure of so much money doing, in terms of what Americans know and can 
do?" 



4. l)oi’s this rticnn yi)n‘ri’ gjihcring data on spci'it’ic school districts lh:il will allow you 
to compare the d’lcclivcncss of dinVrcnl schools and districts? 

Nt), the sample is not drawn in such a way lluii we can make any siatctncnts about 
individual schools, districts, or even stales, riic smallest area wecaii talk about is a 
geographic region, l or National Assessment purposes, tlic count rv is divided into 
tour regions Noithcast. Southeast, ( enlral. and West. 

5. How is National Assessment tuianccd? 

Tile project has received I’utuls iVoni three dilTcrciit scairces since it began in l*)b4 
the ('arneeic (’orporailon ol New York, the l ord 1 oun da t ion’s 1 und lor the 
Advance in ent ot I il neat ion, and the U.S. Ottlce of lain cation, ('urrcntlv tnajor 
funding is provided by the National (’enter tor f-diieational Statistics in the U.S. 
Ofllec of I'd neat ion. 



6. How docs the Assessment gather data to determine the educational attainments of 
Americans'.’ 

l irsl, it is necessary to determine what the cd iicaiional syslcin is Irv'ing to achieve. 
These objectives arc idcniitled tlirongh the efforts ofbotli scliool and lay people, 
and arc to meet three basic criteria. Tlicsearc that they must be: 

1. considered imporlatil hy scholars, 

2. accepted as educational tasks by the schools, and 

3. considered desirable hy thouglilful lay citizens. 

Second, questions and tasks, called exercises in National Assesstnenrs terminology, 
are written to determine how well these objectives arc being achieved. 

Third, the exercises arc administered to people selected through ramloni s;impling 
procedures throughout the country. 

7. Who is in charge of the Assessment? 

1’he 1‘dueation Commission of the States (TrS) is National AssessttienlN governing 
Organization. hCS is presently composed of representatives of 44 states and 
territories whose purpose is to discuss imitiial ediiealional problems and to act 
together to achieve educational goals. .Since its inembership includes governors, 
chief state seliool ofUcers, legislators, and lay people, liCS serves to make National 
Assessment legally responsible to the public. 



8. Who makes the policy decisions about the project? 

The Steering Committee of 1!CS is the ultimate policy making group. It meets four 
times a year. In addition, a National Assessment Policy Committee meets four times 
a year to handle the monlh-to-nionth policy questions. Members include people 
working directly in the field of education and nonpmfessionals eon corned about 
education. 
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y. Wliolu*ads the National AsNesMiu*nt l*oliey (ommittec? 



JatiK’s A, lla/k'M, Dneeloi of 1 IcnuMitaiv and Seeuiulan l ilneaiion Tor I ( S and 
lomu'r Mipei intnuk’nt ot hIiouN m Kansas Missouri, is iliairman ot ilic 

National Assessinnit CuinuMUce. Me is also ilic Admimsualivc DiieeUn ot 

NAI.P. 



10. Is HC’S directly in eliaritc of conduct ing the work of the Asses.snient? 

No. I.rs ptovides general direction for the project, but a separate NAI.I* stall 
within I (’S handles the day-to-tlay work ol the Assessment. 



II. Who is the NAliPStalT Director? 

J. Stanley Ahmann, I’ormcrly professor of psvehologty at (olorado State University, 
succeeded 1 rank M. Womer as Staff Director on July I. 1071. 



1 2. Where is tlie National Assessment staff located? 



rile National Assessment stalTis locateil with the rest of the lalueation (oniinission 
of the States in Denver. Colorado. The adtiress is: 



300 Lincoln Tower 
1860 Lincoln Street 
Denver, Colorado 80203 



13. When did the Assessment begin? 

Project planning began in 1964. when the K.xploratory Cmninittee on Assessing the 
Progress of I’dneation (IT’APi;) was established with Carnegie Corporation funds to 
ifivestigate the possibilities of a national assessment, and to develop a plan and 
instrumentation for its eonduet. The work of l-CAPl* resulted in the design 
currently to Mowed by NAMP. Actual administration of National Assessment 
exercises in the schools began in the spring of 1969. 



14. Does the National Assessment staff administer the exercises? 

No. field work is done by the Research Triangle Institute (RTl) of Raleigh. North 
Carolina, which works under contract with the Hducation Commission of the 
States, R1 1 eondnets the assessment in the Northeast and Southeast regions, and 
subcontracts the assessment in the (.‘entral and "*Vvt regions to the Measurement 
Research C'enter of Iowa C'ity, Iowa, 



15. Who arc the people asked to respond to the e.verci.ses? 

l our age levels are being sampled - 9-year-olds, I 3*year-olds. 1 7-ycar-olds. and 
young adults between the ages of 26 and 35. 
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16. lluw are the people chosen to participate in the Assessment? 



Using random saiiipling procedures similar to those used in public opinion liolling. 
NAl’J’ selects people for the Assessment and then seeks their cooperation. 



17. Mow many people participate? 

Approximately HO.OOf) to lOO.flOO people participate as respondents each year. 
National Assessment exercises are administered in sueha way that no one individual 
takes all the exereises (this would recjuire one person to spend as long as 14 hours 
to complete the entire set ot* exereisesl.but only a portion of the exercises. 
Approximately 2,500 respondents complete each exercise. 

18. I low arc these people assessed? 

Students in school are assessed in a group situation or, in some cases, in individual 
interviews. Paper-and-pencil questions, discussions, and actual tasks to perturm are 
included among tiie exercises. 

Adults are interviewed individually in their homes, and ont-of-sehool 17-year-olds 
also respond to exereises individually. 

19. Does administration of exercises in the school mean that students, teachers, and 
administrators must take much time from their classes? 

Only about 50 minutes are required for a student to respond to *ne exereises. so he 
misses no more than a single class period. All exereises are adiiiiiiistered hy people 
employed by the Researeh Triangle Institute or the Measurement Research (enter, 
so no teacher or administrator lime is required for that purpose. School personnel 
are asked to provide a list of their students in tlie age group being assessed, to be 
used in randomly selecting individuals to participate, and they are asked to provide 
space for the assessment, and to help locate students in the sample. Otherwise, no 
school time is necessary. ■ 



20. You say that schools provide a list of the students in the age group being assessed. 
Does this mean that individuals who participate in the assessment are identified by 
name? 

No. the list of names is necessary only for the purpose of selecting, through random 
sampling procedures, the people who will participate. But the names of participants 
do not appear on any exereises, and NAb.R ensures the anonymity of the 
respondents. 



21. What are the subject areas included in the Assc.ssment? 

Ten subject areas were chosen for assessment: Citizenship, Science, Writing. Music, 
Mathematics, Literature, Social Studies, Reading, Art. and Career and Occupational 
Development. Other areas may be added in the future. 
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22. Arc all ill esc areas being assessed each year? 



No. Other than the lirst year, two suhjeel areas are assessed each yeai. 1 he 
assessment plan is: 

Cycle I 



March I ehmary 1971) 

Oelnber 1970 August 1971 
October 1971 August 1972 
October 1972 August 1972 
October 1972 August 1974 

October 1974 August 1975 
Cycle 2 

October 1975 • August 1976 
October 1976 - August 1977 
October 1977 - August 1978 
October 1978 - August 1979 

Ociobcr l979 - August 1980 



Science. Writing. (1ti/cnship 
Ueaihug. i.iterature 
Music. Social Studies 
Math. Science 
Writing. C'arcer and 
Occupational Developincni 
( i!i/.cnship. Art 



Reading. I.iterature 
Music. Social Studies 
Math. Sciciiec 
(airecr and Occupational 
Dcvelopnicnt. Writing 
(‘iti/.enship. Art 



The repeated assessments of subject areas will allow comparisons to show whether 
change has occurred. 



23. How are results reported? 

About 50 percent of the exercises given each year are re[>orted. along with the 
percentage of people giving various responses, both correct and incorrect. The 
remaining exercises will not be reported until they have been used again when a 
subjeet is reassessed in future years. 

Results will be reported nationally - for e.xaiiiple. the percentage of all 9-year-olds 
who responded eorreetly - for eaeh exercise and each age. In addition, results will 
be given for other categories: 

1 . <ieographie region - Northeast. Southeast, Central and West; 

2. Size and Type of Community - extreme rural areas, extreme inner cities, 
extreme aflluent suburbs, inner city fringes, suburban fringes, nicdiuni cities, 
small cities; 

3. Sex; 

4. Color - Black, White, and total; 

5. Parental education - Both parents with eighth grade or less, one parent with 
some high school but nut graduated, at least one parent grailuated from high 
school, and at least one parent with some post-high school training. 

Beginning with the second assessment year, results are reported for each subject 
area by dieme. A theme is a .set i f exercises which share a common content but 
which may require diverse behavioral response.s. A separate volume 'S devoted to 
the results of eaeh theme. 
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24, When ui(l rcsiills he rcporleil? 

N.ition.il Assissment li;is .ilu.iiiv reporicil on the t'usl jssessnionts ol SiieiRe, 
Citi/iMiNliip. Wiitme. ;inJ Ke;jiline, Ailililional repinls will he m.uk* ejih ve.ir .is 
;isscssmcnis .lie nunpleteJ, 



25, What reports are availuhle anil wliere may they he obtain eJ? 
Ilie rollowme reports .ire .o.iilahle; 



.Science National Results 


^1.7.^^ 


Science (Iinup Results 

(In ,Se\. Region. .Size of (*ommunlty) 


Sl.OO 


('iti/enship National Results 


S1.2.S 


(’iti/eijsliip ( Iroup Results 


SI. 25 


Writing N.ilioiial Results 


$1.50 


Writing (luni|i Results 


SI. 25 



llie rolliiwine rejuirts will Ik* availaiile and priced by slimmer 1^)72 : 

Seieiiee (Irmip Results i by Type ol ( immunity , 

(‘olor. and i’arental l^dueation) 

Writ inu .Meehanies 
Reading! 

C'ili/eiisliip Ciroiip Results (by Type of Community , 

C’olor, and Parental ICdueation) 

Requests for reports shoulil bedireeteJ to: 

Superintendent of Doeimicnts 
II.S. CJovernmeiit Printing Ofllee 
Wasliington, D.C. 20402 

(Seliool dislriels and individual sehools cooperating in National Assessment receive 
Tree copies of the reports in which they participate.) 



26. Mow might results be used? 

Since National Assessment reports in each subjeci area w'ill he forthcoming on a 
regular schediile. and since tlie basic curriculum objectives will be regularly 
reviewed liased on input from all segments of the educational cointmmity, the 
reports should hold many ideas lor local and state assessment projects, curriculum 
design, insliuclional materials development, teacher education and perhaps even 
industrial iivservice training programs. 



27. Are there .serviee.s available from NAI-P of which we sliou Id be aware? 

Yes. In addition to a regular NAIM* Newsletter reporting latest developments in the 
project, a lu'W Department of Utilization/Applieations has been created to collect 
ami disseminate information aboui how’ results are viewed and used. This 
department conducts workshops and provides assistance to state and local 
education agencies in development of assessment projects appropriate to their own 
situations. 
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1 1 I \^ould like my name added to the National Assessment mailing list. 



(Please print nr type name and address.) 



April 1972 
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Stamp 

Here 



National Assessment Mailing List 

Department of Cominiinications and Public Relations 

300 Lincoln Tower 

1860 Lincoln Street 

Denver, Colorado 80203 



National Assessment of Educational Progress 




A Project of the 




SOOlmco/n Hmt • SSOlmcvIn Street 
Denver Cohrario Sm 1303/893 5D00 



